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Hindustan. Lord Wellesley was the more determined to
crush the Mahratta opposition because he was still
haunted by the bugbear of French interference. Perron,
Scindia's general, was believed to be in communication
with Napoleon, who in this year (1803) was crowned
Emperor of the French, and to whose - ambition and
hostility there seemed to be no bounds. De Boigne was
also supposed (erroneously as has since been proved)
to be one of Napoleon's advisers in France itself, and the
Mahrattas held access to the sea on both coasts, at
several places on the west coast and at Cuttack on the
east. Wel'lesley's policy was based on this conviction
that the British could never be safe in India as long as
they did not hold the whole of the seaboard. We have
seen how effectually he had closed all the seaports in
the south from attack. The same task was now to
be performed in the north, and if possible the policy
so successfully carried out at Hyderabad and Poona
was to be followed at Oojjein (Scindia's capital),
Indore (Holkar's), Baroda and Nagpur. French in-
fluence was to be destroyed and the princes were to be
compelled to accept the British Subsidiary Force, which
would undertake to defend them from all external enemies
and would arbitrate between them in all their quarrels.
The British were to play the part of the police of India
and introduce order and rule in the place of anarchy and
civil war. It was to be the commencement of the great
Pax Britannica which was to open to India a new era ol
peace and prosperity. Negotiations were at once opened
with the two Mahratta princes. At first they pretended
that they had no hostile intentions. If that was the case,
replied Colonel Wellesley, let them both retire to their
respective capitals, Oojjein and Nagpur. To this they
answered that they were willing to retire to Burhanpoor